[Incidence and evolution of thrombotic images within the internal jugular vein following Swan-Ganz catheter insertion in cardiac surgery].
Insertion of Swan-Ganz catheter for a few days may be necessary in cardiac surgery. This study was aimed at determining the incidence and the evolution of thrombotic images within the internal jugular vein as well as assessing their association with the presence of a prolonged fever at postoperative day 7 in the lack of any documented infection. All the patients undergoing cardiac surgery had a two-dimensional ultrasonography of internal jugular veins preoperatively, at discharge (day 7) and at postoperative day 90 if thrombotic images were seen at day 7. Sleeve-like and compact thrombotic images have been observed in site of venipuncture in 52 patients (70.3%). None had any residual thrombotic image 90 days after the operation. No clinical thromboembolic migration has been observed. There was no statistical association between the presence of a thrombotic image at the ultrasonography and the duration of catheterization. Moreover, there was no association between the anticoagulation before, during and after the surgery and the presence of a thrombotic image. We found a non-significant association between fever at day 7 and the presence of a thrombotic image within the internal jugular vein. Thrombotic images in the internal jugular vein after catheterization are frequent and disappear at day 90. The limited sample size of this study does not provide strong evidence of the role of jugular thrombi in the prolongation of fever after cardiac surgery.